
Essential reading

“Hot” books

A Big Fix: radical 
solutions for Australia’s 
environmental crisis

Ian Lowe. 2005 ISBN: 1 86395 126 1Black Inc.

Australia: State of the 
Environment 2006

2006 Australian State of 
the Environment 
Committee

ISBN 0642553009 www.deh.gov.au/soe/
2006/index.html

Australian Terrestrial 
Biodiversity Assessment 
2002

Natural Land and Water 
Resources Audit 
Commonwealth of 
Australia

www.nlwra.gov.au

Beyond The Limits: 
Collapse or a Sustainable 
Future

Donella H. Meadows, 
Dennis L. Meadows 
Jorgen Randers

Earthscan, London. 
1992 ISBN: 
1-85383-131X

Biomimicry: Innovation 
Inspired by Nature

Janine M. Benyus William Morrow and 
Co., Inc., New York 
1997

www.biomimicry.net

Carrying Capacity, 
Overshoot, and the 
Need to Curb Human 
Consumption

Wackernagel, M Royal Society, 
London. 2000

Climate Code Red; the 
case for emergency action

David Spratt &Phllip 
Sutton. 2008

ISBN: 
9781921372209

Scribe, Melbourne

www.scribepublications.c
om.au

Collapse: How Societies 
Choose to Fail or Survive

Jared Diamond Allen Lane - Penguin 
2005  ISBN: 0 7139 
9862 8

Conserving Forest 
Biodiversity: A 
Comprehensive Multiscaled 
Approach

David B. Lindenmayer and 
Jerry F. Franklin

Island Press 2002

ISBN: 1-55963-935-0

Cradle to Cradle: 
Remaking the Way We Make 
Things

William McDonough and 
Michael Braungart

North Point Press, 
San Francisco  
ISBN-13:978-0-8654
7-587-8

Factor Four: Doubling 
Wealth, Halving Resource 
Use

Ernst Ulrich von 
Weizsäcker, Amory B. 
Lovins and L. Hunter 
Lovins

Earthscan, London, 
1997

ISBN: 1-85383-407-6

www.wupperinst.org/
Sites/Books/factor-
four.html
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Getting Ahead of the 
Curve: Corporate 
Strategies

That Address Climate 
Change

Andrew J. Hoffman

The University of Michigan

Pew Center on Global 
Climate 
Change.October 
2006

www.pewclimate.org

GEO4: environment for 
development.

Global Environment Outlook.

UNEP 2007 ISBN: 
978-92-807--2836-1

United Nations 
Environment Programme

Half Gone: Oil, Gas, Hot Air 
and the Global Energy Crisis

Jeremy Leggett Portobello Books

1846270049

Heat: How to Stop the 
Planet Burning

George Monbiot 2006, Allen Lane turnuptheheat.org

www.monbiot.com
Holistic Management: A 
New Framework for 
Decision Making

Allan Savory, with Jody 
Butterfield

Island Press 1999 
ISBN: 1-55963-488-X

www.islandpress.org

High & Dry: John Howard, 
climate change and the 
selling of Australia’s future.

Guy Pearse.2007 ISBN: 
9780670070633

Viking adn imprint of 
PenguinBookshighanddry.
com.au

Hot Climate, Cool 
Commerce: A Service 
Sector Guide to 
Greenhouse Gas 
Management

Samantha Put del Pino, 
Ryan Levinson, John 
Larsen

World Resources 
Institute, Washington. 
May 2006

www.wri.org

Natural Advantage: 
Blueprint for Sustainable 
Australia

Krockenberger, M et al, Australian 
Conservation 
Foundation, Melboune 
2000

www.acfonline.org.au

Natural Capitalism: The 
Next Industrial Revolution

Paul Hawken, Amory B. 
Lovins, L. Hunter Lovins

Earthscan London 
1999 ISBN: 1 85383 
461 0

www.natcap.org

On Borrowed Time: 
Australia’s Environmental 
Crisis and what we must 
do about it.

David Lindenmayer. 2007 ISBN: 
978014300696

Penguin & CSIRO 
Publishing

Our Common Future: 
The World Commission on 
Environment and 
Development

Bruntland, G (ed) 1987, Oxford 
University Press. 
ISBN: 0-19-282080-X

www.oup.co.uk/isbn/
0-19-282080-X

Plan B 2.0: Rescuing a 
Planet under Stress and a 
Civilization in Trouble

Lester R. Brown W. W. Norton

ISBN: 0393328317

www.earth-policy.org

Scorcher: the dirty 
politics of climate change

Clive Hamilton. 2007 ISBN: 
9780977594900

Black Inc. Agenda

Science Magazine’s State 
of the Planet 
2006-2007

Donald Kennedy, the 
Editors of Science

Island Press ISBN:  
1-59726-062-2

www.islandpress.org

2008 State of the 
World: Innovations for a 
Sustainable Economy

The Worldwatch Institute. 
2008

ISBN: 
978-0-393-33031-1

W.W.Norton & Company, 
New York

www.wwnorton.com
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Small is Beautiful: A 
Study of Economics as if 
People Mattered ... 25 
years later with 
commentaries

E.F.Schumacher Hartley & Marks 
1999 ISBN: 
0-88179-169-5

www.ecobooks.com/
books/smbeaut.htm

Six Degrees Mark Lynas 2007, Fourth Estate.  
London

Stern Review on the 
Economics of Climate 
change

Sir Nicholas Stern www.sternreview.org.uk

The Clock of the Long 
Now: Time and 
Responsibility

Stewart Brand Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson London 
1999 ISBN: 0 297 
64299 5

www.longnow.org

The Hot Topic: How to 
tackle global warming and 
still keep the light on

Gabrielle Walker and Sir 
David King. 2008

ISBN: 
9780747593959

Bloomsbury, London

www.bloomsbury.com

The Natural Advantage 
of Nations: Business 
Opportunities, Innovation 
and Governance in the 
21st Century

Eds: Karlson ‘Charlie’ 
Hargroves and Michael H. 
Smith of  The Natural 
Edge Project

January 2005, 
Earthscan /James & 
James

www.tnep.net

The Tragedy of the 
Commons

Garrett Hardin Science Vol. 162 No 
3859, 13 December 
1968 pp.1243–1248

www.sciencemag.org

Tracking the Ecological 
Overshoot of the Human 
Economy

Mathis Wackernagel, et al PNAS July 9, 2002 
vol. 99 no.14 9266–
9271

www.pnas.org

Winning the Oil 
Endgame: Innovation for 
Profits, Jobs and 
Security

Lovins, A., Datta, E.K., et 
al Rocky Mountain 
Institute, Colorado

Earthscan, London. 
2004. 

Some useful references:
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