
Essential reading

“Hot” books

2008 State of the 
World: Innovations for a 
Sustainable Economy

The Worldwatch Institute. 
2008

ISBN: 
978-0-393-33031-1

W.W.Norton & Company, 
New York
www.wwnorton.com

2010 State of the World

Transforming Cultures: 

From Consumerism to 

Sustainability

The Worldwatch Institute W.W.Norton & 
Company
ISBN: 
978-0-393-33726-6

www.worldwatch.org

A Big Fix: radical 
solutions for Australia’s 
environmental crisis

Ian Lowe. Black Inc.  ISBN: 1 
86395 126 1

A Comparison of the 
Limits to Growth With 
Thirty Years of Reality

Graham Turner CSIRO Working 
Paper Series. 
2008-09
ISSN: 1834-5638

Australia: State of the 
Environment 2006

2006 Australian State of 
the Environment 
Committee

ISBN 0642553009 www.deh.gov.au/soe/
2006/index.html

Australian Terrestrial 
Biodiversity 
Assessment 2002

Natural Land and Water 
Resources Audit 
Commonwealth of 
Australia

www.nlwra.gov.au

Australian Sustainable 
Energy, Zero Carbon 
Australia, Stationary 
Energy Plan

Matthew Wright & Patrick 
Hearps

University of 
Melbourne 2010

www.beyondzeroemissio
ns.org

Beyond The Limits: 
Collapse or a Sustainable 
Future

Donella H. Meadows, 
Dennis L. Meadows 
Jorgen Randers

Earthscan, London. 
1992 ISBN: 
1-85383-131X

Biomimicry: Innovation 
Inspired by Nature

Janine M. Benyus William Morrow and 
Co., Inc., New York 
1997

www.biomimicry.net

BluePrint for Survival
Published in advance of the 
world's first Environment 
Summit: the 1972 UN
Conference on the Human 
Environment, in Stockholm.

Principal authors were 
Edward Goldsmith
and Robert Allen

The Ecologist
Vol. 2 No. 1, 
January 1972

Penguin Books, 
Sept. 1972

www.theecologist.info

Cannibals With Forks: 
The Triple Bottom Line of 
21st Century Business

John Elkington Capstone 
Publishing, Oxford, 
hardback 1997, 
paperback 1999.

www.johnelkington.com
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© Gellignite Pty Ltd - www.robgell.com -    1 .
Updated: RAG February 2011

http://www.wwnorton.com
http://www.wwnorton.com
http://www.worldwatch.org
http://www.worldwatch.org
http://www.deh.gov.au/soe/2006/index.html
http://www.deh.gov.au/soe/2006/index.html
http://www.deh.gov.au/soe/2006/index.html
http://www.deh.gov.au/soe/2006/index.html
http://www.beyondzeroemissions.org
http://www.beyondzeroemissions.org
http://www.beyondzeroemissions.org
http://www.beyondzeroemissions.org
http://www.biomimicry.net
http://www.biomimicry.net
http://www.theecologist.info
http://www.theecologist.info
http://www.johnelkington.com
http://www.johnelkington.com


Carrying Capacity, 
Overshoot, and the 
Need to Curb Human 
Consumption

Wackernagel, M Royal Society, 
London. 2000

Climate Code Red; the 
case for emergency 
action

David Spratt &Phllip 
Sutton. 2008

Scribe, Melbourne 
ISBN: 
9781921372209

www.scribepublications.
com.au

Collapse: How Societies 
Choose to Fail or Survive

Jared Diamond Allen Lane - Penguin 
2005  ISBN: 0 7139 
9862 8

Confronting the Future
Australia and the world: 
the next hundred years

Charles Birch Penguin Books. 
1976
ISBN: 0 14 021937 
4

Conservation Biology for 
All

Eds: Navjot S. Sodhi and 
Paul R. Ehrlich

Oxford University 
Press 2010
ISBN 978–0–19–
955424–9 (Pbk.)

http://bit.ly/hvwLId

Conserving Forest 
Biodiversity: A 
Comprehensive 
Multiscaled Approach

David B. Lindenmayer 
and Jerry F. Franklin

Island Press 2002
ISBN: 
1-55963-935-0

Cradle to Cradle: 
Remaking the Way We 
Make Things

William McDonough and 
Michael Braungart

North Point Press, 
San Francisco  
ISBN-13:978-0-8654
7-587-8

Deep Futures: Our 
Prospects for Survival

Doug Cocks UNSW Press 2003

Dirt: the Erosion of 
Civilisations

David R. Montgomery University of 
California Press 
2007
ISBN 13: 
978-0-520-25806-8

Eaarth: making a life on a 
tough new planet

Bill McKibben Times Books, New 
York. 2010 ISBN: 
978-0-8050-9056-7

Ecological Footprint 
Atlas 2010

Global Footprint Network October 2010 www.footprintnetwork.or
g

Factor Four: Doubling 
Wealth, Halving Resource 
Use

Ernst Ulrich von 
Weizsäcker, Amory B. 
Lovins and L. Hunter 
Lovins

Earthscan, London, 
1997
ISBN: 
1-85383-407-6

www.wupperinst.org/
Sites/Books/factor-
four.html

Some useful references:
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Factor Five: Transforming 
the Global Economy 
through 80% Improvements 
in Resource Productivity

Ernst von Weizsäcker, 
Karlson 'Charlie' 
Hargroves, Michael H. 
Smith, Cheryl Desha and 
Peter Stasinopoulos

Earthscan 2009 
ISBN 
9781844075911

Getting Ahead of the 
Curve: Corporate 
Strategies That Address 
Climate Change

Andrew J. Hoffman
The University of 
Michigan

Pew Center on 
Global Climate 
Change.October 
2006

www.pewclimate.org

GEO4: environment for 
development.
Global Environment 
Outlook.

UNEP 2007 ISBN: 
978-92-807--2836-1

United Nations 
Environment Programme

Growth Fetish Clive Hamilton

Half Gone: Oil, Gas, Hot 
Air and the Global Energy 
Crisis

Jeremy Leggett Portobello Books
1846270049

Heat: How to Stop the 
Planet Burning

George Monbiot 2006, Allen Lane turnuptheheat.org
www.monbiot.com

Holistic Management: 
A New Framework for 
Decision Making

Allan Savory, with Jody 
Butterfield

Island Press 1999 
ISBN: 1-55963-488-
X

www.islandpress.org

High & Dry: John 
Howard, climate change 
and the selling of 
Australia’s future.

Guy Pearse.2007 ISBN: 
9780670070633

Viking and imprint of 
PenguinBookshighanddr
y.com.au

Hot Climate, Cool 
Commerce: A Service 
Sector Guide to 
Greenhouse Gas 
Management

Samantha Put del Pino, 
Ryan Levinson, John 
Larsen

World Resources 
Institute, 
Washington. May 
2006

www.wri.org

Man's Impact on the 
Global Environment

Study of Critical 
Environmental
Problems (SCEP); William 
H. Matthews (Editor)

MIT Press, October 
1970
ISBN: 0262690276

Held to make 
preliminary studies for 
the 1972 United Nations 
Conference on the 
Human Environment.

Merchants of Doubt Naomi Oreskes & Erik M. 
Conway

Bloomsbury Press
ISBN 
978-1-59691-610-4

www.merchantsofdoubt.
org

Mid-Course Correction:
Toward a Sustainable 
Enterprise--The Interface 
Model

Ray Anderson The Peregrinzilla 
Press. 1999.
ISBN: 
9780964595354

Some useful references:
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Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment (MEA).. 
Ecosystems and Human 
Well-Being: Synthesis. 

Island Press, 
Washington. 2005

National Strategy for 
Ecologically Sustainable 
Development

Australian Government: 
Department of the 
Environment,Water, 
Heritage and the Arts

1992 http://
environment.gov.au/
about/esd

Natural Advantage: 
Blueprint for Sustainable 
Australia

Krockenberger, M et al, Australian 
Conservation 
Foundation, 
Melboune 2000

www.acfonline.org.au

Natural Capitalism: The 
Next Industrial Revolution

Paul Hawken, Amory B. 
Lovins, L. Hunter Lovins

Earthscan London 
1999 ISBN: 1 
85383 461 0

www.natcap.org

On Borrowed Time: 
Australia’s Environmental 
Crisis and what we must 
do about it.

David Lindenmayer. 
2007

Penguin & CSIRO 
Publishing ISBN: 
978014300696

Our Common Future: 
The World Commission 
on Environment and 
Development

Bruntland, G (ed) 1987, Oxford 
University Press. 
ISBN: 0-19-282080-
X

www.oup.co.uk/isbn/
0-19-282080-X

Oxford atlas Van Noorden, Peter 2010 Oxford 
University Press. 
ISBN: 978 0 19 
557107 3

Peak Everything: 
Waking Up to the 
Century of Declines

Richard Heinberg New Society 
Publishers. 2007
ISBN: 
9780865715981

www.newsociety.com/
bookid/3964

Plan B 2.0: Rescuing a 
Planet under Stress and a 
Civilization in Trouble

Lester R. Brown W. W. Norton
ISBN: 0393328317

www.earth-policy.org

Population, Resources, 
Environment: Issues in 
Human Ecology. 

Ehrlich, P.R. and A. 
Ehrlich.

W.H. Freeman, San 
Francisco. 1970. 

Prosperity Without 
Growth? - The transition 
to a sustainable 
economy.

Prof. Tim Jackson Sustainable 
Development 
Commission (UK) 
March 2009

Publications at: www.sd-
commission.org.uk

Scorcher: the dirty 
politics of climate change

Clive Hamilton. 2007 ISBN: 
9780977594900

Black Inc. Agenda

Science Magazine’s 
State of the Planet 
2006-2007

Donald Kennedy, the 
Editors of Science

Island Press ISBN:  
1-59726-062-2

www.islandpress.org

Some useful references:
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Small Business, Big 
Opportunity: 
Sustainable Growth

Jon Dee Sensis 2010  ISBN: 
978-0-9807228-1-9

Small is Beautiful: A 
Study of Economics as if 
People Mattered ... 25 
years later with 
commentaries

E.F.Schumacher Hartley & Marks 
1999 ISBN: 
0-88179-169-5

www.ecobooks.com/
books/smbeaut.htm

Six Degrees Mark Lynas 2007, Fourth 
Estate.  London

Silent Spring Rachel Carson Houghton Mifflin. 
1962

Stern Review on the 
Economics of Climate 
change

Sir Nicholas Stern www.sternreview.org.uk

Storms of My 
Grandchildren: the Truth 
About the Coming Climate 
Catastrophe and Our Last 
Chance to Save Humanity

James Hansen December 2009
ISBN-13: 
9781608192007

www.stormsofmygrandc
hildren.com

Sustainability for 
survival: creating a 
climate for change
Inquiry into a sustainability 
charter.

House of 
Representatives
Standing Committee on 
Environment and 
Heritage. Sept 2007

Commonwealth of 
Australia 2007. ISBN 
978-0-642-78996-9 
(printed)
ISBN 978-0-642-78997-6 
(html)

Sustainable Energy - 
without the hot air

David JC MacKay UIT Cambridge, 
England 2009. 
ISBN; 
978-0-9544529-3-3

www.uit.co.uk

The Economics of 
Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity: Ecological 
and Economic 
Foundations

Edited By Pushpam 
Kumar. An output of 
TEEB: The Economics 
of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity

Earthscan. ISBN 
9781849712125

TEEB: Mainstreaming the 
Economics of Nature: A 
synthesis of the approach, 
conclusions and 
recommendations of TEEB

TEEB Study Leader: 
Pavan Sukhdev (UNEP)

ISBN 
978-3-9813410-3-4

www.teebweb.org

TEEB – The Economics 
of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity
Report for Business - 
Executive Summary 2010

TEEB for Business Co-
ordinator: Joshua Bishop
(IUCN)

ISBN 
978-3-9813410-1-0

www.teebweb.org

The Clock of the Long 
Now: Time and 
Responsibility

Stewart Brand Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson London 
1999 ISBN: 0 297 
64299 5

www.longnow.org

Some useful references:
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The Chrysalis 
Economy: How Citizen 
CEOS and Corporations 
Can Fuse Values and 
Value Creation

John Elkington Capstone 
Publishing/John 
Wiley, Oxford, 2001

www.johnelkington.com

The Ecology of 
Commerce

Paul Hawken HarperCollins, 1993
ISBN 
0-088730-655-1

The Future Eaters Tim Flannery Reed 1995

The Hot Topic: How to 
tackle global warming 
and still keep the light on

Gabrielle Walker and Sir 
David King. 2008

ISBN: 
9780747593959

Bloomsbury, London
www.bloomsbury.com

The Limits to Growth: a 
Report for the Club of 
Rome’s Project on the 
Predicament of Mankind

Meadows, D.H., 
Meadows, D.L., Randers, 
J.and Behrens III, W.W.

New York: Universe 
Books. 1972
ISBN:

limitstogrowth.net

The Natural Advantage 
of Nations: Business 
Opportunities, Innovation 
and Governance in the 
21st Century

Eds: Karlson ‘Charlie’ 
Hargroves and Michael 
H. Smith of  The Natural 
Edge Project

January 2005, 
Earthscan /James & 
James

www.tnep.net

The Rising Sea Orrin H. Pilkey & Rob 
Young

Island Press 2009
ISBN 
-10:1-59726--191-2

The Tragedy of the 
Commons

Garrett Hardin Science Vol. 162 No 
3859, 13 
December 1968 pp.
1243–1248

www.sciencemag.org

The Weather Makers
The History and Future 
Impact of Climate Change

Tim Flannery The Text Publishing 
Company 2005
ISBN 1 920885 84 
6

www.theweathermakers.
org

Tracking the 
Ecological Overshoot 
of the Human 
Economy

Mathis Wackernagel, et 
al

PNAS July 9, 2002 
vol. 99 no.14 
9266–9271

www.pnas.org

Vital Signs 2010: The 
Trends that are Shaping 
Our Future

The Worldwatch Institute ISBN: 
978-1-878071-94-1

www.worldwatch.org/
vs2010

Winning the Oil 
Endgame: Innovation for 
Profits, Jobs and Security

Lovins, A., Datta, E.K., et 
al Rocky Mountain 
Institute, Colorado

Earthscan, London. 
2004. 

Some useful references:
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